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News            from Rep. Stephanie Herseth
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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449
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Legislation            to Ensure Adequate Rapid City Water Supply
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November            13, 2006, Washington, D.C. -
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            The U.S. House of Representatives today passed S. 819, the Pactola Reservoir            Reallocation Authorization Act of 2005. This legislation allows the            city of Rapid City the ability to renegotiate its water contract for            the Pactola Dam and Reservoir, a crucial and necessary step that reflects            Rapid City's growing population. Rapid City will need more water in            coming years, and this important bill will allow increased access to            water from Pactola Reservoir. 
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Rep. Stephanie Herseth            was the prime sponsor of the bill in the House and managed its passage            on the House Floor this afternoon. Herseth said, "This bill ensures            that Rapid City's water supply will be able to keep up with its population            growth. The renegotiation has been settled for years, but this bill            was necessary to finalize the transition. The bill now heads to the            President's desk for signature."
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A similar version            of this bill passed the House earlier this year. Because there was a            minor technical difference with the version that passed the Senate,            the House had to pass it once again. The bill passed through Herseth's            Resources Committee in late March, 2006. 
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